
 Christmas Ebb and Flow  -  2011 
 

 

Sailing now finished for the season ñwatch 

website for dates of first race in 2012 ñ

cruisers aim to be in the water at Easter!  

17th Dec  

Santa arrives at 1500hrs ñwith a 

little help from the Redbay Boats  

Come along to the Club and start 

Christmas in style!  

Christmas Day  

Christmas drinks from 1200hrs to 

1430hrs.  Enjoy a glass of bubbly 

with friends in front of a fire 

before returning home for the 

turkey and plum pud!  

Boxing Day  

Football and rugby matches being 

organised!  Players neededñno 

experience necessary.  Bar open 

in the afternoon  

Sat 31th Dec  

Come and have a drink in the bar 

and celebrate the end of 2011!  

Function Room can be booked by 

members for weddings, christen-

ings, parties etc.  For bookings, 

costs and details contact Barry 

Emerson 07740 623202  

Events for Jan/Feb 2012  

Sat 28th Jan  

Burns Night with Haggis, neaps 

and tatties!  

Sat 4th Feb  

Alan Priddy, Around the World 

RIB fundraiser with music  

Whatõs on in Dec CHRISTMAS DAY  

Join us for a lunchtime drink 

to celebrate the day with 

friends  

12- 2.30pm ..then its home 

for Christmas lunch  

 

BAR OPENING TIMES  

25th Dec; 12 - 2.30pm  

26th Dec; 2pm ñclose 

27th Dec; 4pm ñclose 

28th Dec; 4pm ñclose 

29th Dec; 4pm ñclose 

30th Dec; 4pm ñclose 

31st Dec; 2pm - 9pm 

1st Jan 2pm ñclose  

 Christmas is almost upon us and I for one, have been a very good boy this year (hint hint Santa!). You 

can feel the cold starting to creep in but I actually like this time of year when the evenings close in, 

fires are lit and the wind howls outside. Its also the time when repairs are made to boats, ropes re-

placed and a go faster tiller or sail is purchased. Sailing is almost over for the season and weõll look to 

learn lessons in how to balance our dinghy sailing and cruiser sailing without either one suffering.        

A difficult task!!   Iõve been pleased to see the juniors out training on Saturdayõs again recently. Weõre 

lucky that weõve a lot of experienced dinghy sailors within the club and can pass on all that knowledge 

to the young pretenders. Well, most of it..... Weõll look to start up the junior training again in the new 

year and continue the excellent development of the past year. Finally, as there wonõt be any further 

Ebb & Flow between now and Christmas,   Iõd like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very 

merry Christmas and a happy new year. Looking forward to seeing everyone for a tipple in the club, on 

Christmas day.          John Lowry; Commodore  

Tom & John McLaughlin win-

ners of the Winter Regatta. 

Wintery it was with 25kts 

gusts, rain and the 3 degrees 

C temperature, the sailors 

who went out provided great 

viewing for the more 

'temperature sensitive' of us 

in the bar.  

 

 

 

CSBC is looking for entries of teams of 5. Teams must include at 

least 1 person over 35 and 1 person under 20. Prizes for winning 

team. Boats will be provided  by CSBC. The challenge will be a relay 

race around a short course and the relay will be Grand Prix Style, i.e. 

boats  start on the slipway and have to come into the pits (ashore) to 

'refuel' (with next team member). Fancy dress optional. Prizes for 

winning team, hot toddies available in the bar.  Teams to notify   

Johnalowry@hotamail.co.uk  

Race Results  

Pico Challenge Friday 30th December 2011.  

NEW YEARS EVE  

Cocktails & canapés  

@ 1800hrs  

Everyone welcome, 

start the New Year  



     Sailing Review 2011 ñfrom the Sailing Secretary ñAndy Hillan  

It is hard to believe that we are on the 

threshold of 2012 as another year draws to 

a close. Is it an over 40 syndrome or is it the 

same for everyone? ð Time simply flies and 

we need to make the best of every season, 

each and every time we go out on the water. 

For the most part I think we did that this 

year, a year characterised more often for 

lack of wind as opposed to too much wind.  

This year was the first year we sailed the 

cruisers under CYCA handicaps and in many 

ways it created more problems than it 

solved. We must ensure all cruising boats are 

current and official for the start of 2012 to 

minimise controversy and race committees 

will definitely not score yachts without a 

current certificate, so please those who still 

need to submit a form do so as soon as possi-

ble and do not leave it until the last minute.  

This year saw a number of cruisers added to 

the fleet ð Derryõs new boat Misty has had a 

good start to her Cushendall exploits, and 

Tommyõs Oisin, Martinõs Toome Raider and 

the consortium ðowned Magnum 44 are other 

welcome additions.  

In the dinghy section, canny Australian Rob 

Pelley purchased a lovely flying fifteen and 

made a very successful start to his Cushen-

dall racing career in 2012 as a skipper. Marc 

sold his FF so the winning partnership of 

these 2 remains intact. They enjoyed in-

creased success this year on Saracen and I 

would watch this space re the new FF.  

The hardy men and women, boys and girls 

who braved the early season sailing in the 

early series enjoyed some exhilarating races 

ð this series is always well supported and is, 

as a result usually very competitive.  Paul and 

Michael in the RS eventually triumphed here. 

I will copy their names now for pasting in 

time and again as I write.  The VAT 19 was 

the first cup race of the year in April and 

was lifted by .......... Paul and Michael. The 

Emily Tankard was not sailed for as Easter 

was blustery, but we managed to get the egg 

race in on a windy Easter Monday won 

by .............  Paul and Michael.  

The cruiser season kicked off on May 7 th  with 

4 boats on the line. This was a good effort 

and we will aim for the beginning of May or 

even mid-late April for this year to start. 

April and May have provided the best 

weather of the summer for the last 2 years, 

so (I know we say it every year) it would be 

nice to start earlier.  

Wardance won the opening race with the ever 

improving Saracen coming a close second. 

These two boats would have a very competi-

tive season with many close tussles between 

them. Osprey had suffered frost bite 

through the winter and her launch was de-

layed by several weeks as I awaited a new 

forestay and furling gear ð my old sailing men-

tor told me once that a yacht was like a big 

hole in the ocean into which you throw money; 

he was not wrong, but I keep convincing my-

self (and more importantly Joan) that it is 

worth it!  

One of the highlights for me every year is 

the Tuesday points ð it hails the start of sum-

mer and it provides one something to look 

forward to during the working week. It was a 

very long series this year with 13 races sailed 

out of 16 scheduled. It lost some of its appeal 

for me and others because of this; when you 

miss a few races, it is impossible to remain in  

contention. So for 2012 we will change 

the format and introduce pursuit racing 

and see how it goes. The Tuesday points 

were won this year by Aurora, followed 

by Saracen then Wardance.  

The Barnburner was a victim of the 

weather, and the spring series was won 

by Ciaran OõReillyõ in the flying twin-

hulled Dart. Well done Ciaran undoubt-

edly one of the most dedicated dinghy 

sailors in the club who just enjoys com-

peting whether he wins or not.  

The  Topper Ulster Championships came 

to CSBC in early June, and we did our-

selves proud in running this event. We 

missed some of our key organisers who 

were competing elsewhere, but others 

stepped up to the mark and performed 

very well ð we now most certainly have 

strength and depth when it comes to 

hosting sailing events.  

A big highlight for me and many others 

in 2011 was the RBB Offshore. We de-

cided on Rathlin as the course, and we 

all convened at CSBC early in the morn-

ing of June 11 th . No wind! We optimisti-

cally slipped our moorings and motored 

around the bay waiting for what became 

a very light breeze. The horn went, and 

we tacked in light shifting airs for be-

tween one and two hours. Several times 

I nearly went to the VHF to abandon 

the race, but once clear of Turna-

monagh a lovely NWly filled in and we 

tacked to Church Bay in bright sunshine. 

A big spring tide made for interesting 

tactics and Wardance would eventually 

claim the prize, but only by seconds 

from big rival Saracen. I had ordered 

lunch in the Manor House the previous 

Tuesday ð they must have misunder-

stood me and made the sandwiches on  


